
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2011
Any longer serving club members will notice a new title and a different layout.  It’s the new

newsletter and I’m Tim, the new editor.  I’m actually a new member who joined at the start of this

year after having bought my first 4x4 last year.  It was at the AGM they asked for volunteers.

Honestly, I was only trying to swat a fly but they wouldn’t believe me......

What we are going to try to do is expand the newsletter a bit from the previous one and try and do

some useful, hopefully funny and informative articles in addition to the usual information keeping

everyone informed of reports from events, what’s coming up and the normal club goings on.  We do

want contributions from members and we will try to publish as much as possible.  We’re going to get

a hard copy out to those that want it, which we will distribute at the monthly meeting, but we’re also

going to go to the expense of posting out to those who prefer, or need it in the post.

For this newsletter, we’ve got our illustrious Chairman’s round up for last year, an interesting article

from Stephen Reed about his Land Rover fire tender and I have been asked to include some very

encouraging and positive comments about us from different local authority groups that were

submitted for our Queen’s Award nomination.

We have got a few other ideas and there may be some separate articles/research put onto the

website for information to hopefully add a bit of knowledge and broaden/deepen our expertise.

Strength in depth, as any football manager would to say.  Any offers such as articles about

members’ vehicles, “What I broke last weekend on my 4x4”, and yes, we want the gory details, and

driving experience in difficult conditions, whether in a 4x4 or in a normal car.  If you notice cars

getting stuck, or who gets through in the winter, send in a comment, and please brag about what

your vehicle could manage, we might be able to get a database going.  This might help local

authorities to be able to better understand our and their own vehicle capabilities.  From the RTV’s,

green laning and any other driving, through deep water, mud, snow, sand, floods, let us know what

your vehicle can do and in what conditions.  If you’ve got an inclinometer fitted, or you know the hill’s

gradient (the road sign) it would be really helpful to have that reading.

Enough from me for this month, on with the news, it’s not a waffle letter is it?

1. Chairman’s Address to the AGM by Roger Taylor

We have seen another busy year, with an increase in membership and events of all types to attend,

organise and assist at.

We had a very busy period with the snow & cold weather at the end of last year.  Many thanks to all

of you who gave of your time & expertise to cover a very busy period which saw us rather stretched

towards the end.  We have received several emails & letters of thanks from those we assisted - so

please keep it up - we are greatly appreciated by those we helped. So much so that we have only

recently received, despite the current financial cutbacks in the Local Authorities, a substantial grant

from Buckinghamshire County Council for use in our Response role.  I would like to thank our EPLO,

Jon Carter Clark on behalf of the club, for his tireless work with the Council & Thames Valley Fire &

Rescue - our MOU holders.  Thanks must also go to his wife Lisa, who has been a tremendous

support to him at times of stress & her work as Membership Secretary for the Club.  We, as a Club

have been at the forefront of various issues throughout the year, bringing to the attention of the

Local Authorities and various Government departments the problems of Volunteer Business use

Insurance for our vehicles and the issues associated with our legal rights and responsibilities as

Marshalls manning a road closure.  Both issues are ongoing & we will update you as progress is

made.

We have assisted as Marshalls and support functions at various events throughout the year;

Abingdon 4x4 Festival, The Oxford Santa Run, Brackley Carnival, Waddesden horse trial, various

Country Shows & car rallies to name but a few.  Our success at these events means that our list of

invites & requests for help is growing at a great rate.  I thank all of you who have assisted at these

events - you have all been exemplary Ambassadors.

Our regular Green lane trips & extended weekends have all been well attended, and have given rise

to many tales 'around the bar'.  We have seen many new faces out for their first experiences

throughout the year - all of whom have expressed thanks for the way we have looked after them,

sometimes in quite stressful situations.  We look forward to you all joining us again.  The Green lane

trips are very useful as ongoing training and experience and we would urge you all to attend as

many as possible.  You will always find a willing, helping hand to guide you through any difficult

situations and assist as necessary.  We always follow the mantra that you are responsible for your

own vehicle and we will always do our utmost to make sure you are within your capabilities or find

another way to keep you and your vehicle safe.  We have found more and more legal routes have

been closed officially or illegal signage being used to add to the confusion.  We always endeavour to

research the routes we use to ensure their legality and have a number of Club laptops complete with

GPS mapping to ensure the correct route is taken.  This also assists with less experienced crews

being able to lead a group.  Our thanks go to the organisers of the various trips throughout the year

for their tireless work.

We have put on a number of Road Taxed Vehicle Trials over the year with varying success with

numbers - but thoroughly enjoyed by those who took part.  The last event, however, was a great

success and enjoyed by many outside our Club.  It took the part of an Interclub Challenge between

ourselves, MK 4x4 and Aylesbury Land Rover Fanatics Club.  There are another 2 rounds remaining

this year.  I would like to thank the organisers & those who laid out the courses for us - Pat Booth,

Steve, Andy Collins, Chris Hope, Sue Samson, Jon Carter Clark and all the others who have

assisted in some way to make them happen.  These Trials are also a good way to learn how your

vehicle and your driving capabilities match up!

We must also recognise Jonathan Smith and Alan Webb for their success in the 2010 Howlin' Wolf

Winch Challenge series and wish them all the success in this year's events.



It has been noticed, however, that attendance at events later in the year, suffered a marked drop in

attendance, and reluctance to come forward to assist - most likely due to cost and changes in

peoples working patterns & social life in the current climate.  I would like to remind you all that we

are all 'volunteers' and there is nothing more dispiriting than organising an event - only to find few (if

any) attend - it has happened.  I do not know what the answer is - but please try to support those

Club Members who are working for us in some way if you possibly can - maybe 'car sharing' to keep

the costs down.

The Committee itself has experienced some changes - again probably due to work patterns,

expense, changing personal responsibilities, health etc and we are desperately seeking new,

enthusiastic blood.  Remember we ALL stand down at the AGM - so if any of you feel you have

something to offer - please come forward.  We currently have vacancies for a Membership Secretary

and Jon is looking to divest himself of some of his EPLO responsibility.  BORG is a very busy club

and it is not right that all the work should fall on a small group.  So if you think you may have

something to offer - no matter how small - please come forward.  There may be other Committee

members who would like to change roles or relinquish some responsibilities - so please speak up if

you would like to assist - we really do need you.

On behalf of the Club I would like to thank the Committee for their hard work and dedication over the

last year – particularly Lisa who is standing down as Membership Secretary, a job she has excelled

at over the years.  I would also like to thank, again, all of you who have put something into the

organisation to make it such a success - if I have not named you personally - I apologise.

The next few years are going to be challenging in one way or another with rising costs, more

restrictions of various types, and, I fear, as a volunteer organisation, an increasing requirement for

our services.  We are, however, a success story and as such I would hope that many more of you

would like to do your bit to help - 'many hands make light work'.

2. National 4x4 Response Network

There is a website for the national network to which we are affiliated.

http://www.4x4response.info/

We are mentioned in the Group Register as a member.  They have information about how the

network was built up over the last 10 years and how the country is covered.  They make suggestions

as to some activities that each group can do to develop skills.  The Network is a registered charity.

3. Queen’s Award Nomination Comments

We were nominated for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, but unfortunately didn’t get an

award.  130 groups out of 413 nominations were conferred the honour.

However, we might get a chance over the next three years without having to be nominated again.

There were some very complimentary letters sent supporting our nomination, and here are the

highlights.  These show the high esteem in which we are held.

Andrew Fyfe – County Emergency Planning Officer. “It goes without saying that without the

willingness of your volunteers, our lives in the local authority would be far more complicated and to

that end we are extremely grateful for your continuing support.”

Joy Levermore – South Operational Lead, Division of Community & Integrated Care, Bucks

PCT. “Their response in helping staff who could not reach patients where urgent care was needed

was invaluable.  It was a great relief on many occasions as I manned the telephones to be told that

the response team would be able to offer help..............Thank you very much, their willingness and

dedication to undertake this vital service should not go unrewarded.”

Superintendent George Wrigley – Operational Support, Thames Valley Police. “I can confirm

that during the heavy snow prior to Christmas 2009 that this group responded magnificently to the

requests to assist all Emergency Services across Buckinghamshire.  They assisted in particularly

with responding to medical emergencies, as well as policing of the County.  The response of these

volunteers and their enthusiasm to work with the Police was greatly appreciated, especially at short

notice and overnight.”

Kerry Stevens, Head of Service Provision, BCC Adults and Family Wellbeing. “The group

provided ongoing care / meals to rural and inaccessible households across Buckinghamshire when

usual forms of transport were unavailable.  Without this support from the Bux and Oxon 4x4

Response Group (BORG) there would most likely have been casualties as a result of the snow and

cold conditions.  The staff were committed and hard working which is all the more amazing when

you consider they were committing their time as volunteers.”

Ian Taylor, Group Manager Emergency Planning and Resilience, Bucks & MK Fire Authority.

“During 2007 they were deployed to support the evacuation of the public from areas of Buckingham

that were rapidly flooding............In early 2009 they again supported welfare staff in gaining access

to vulnerable people during a severe cold snap...........Earlier this year 2010 they were an essential

part of the response to the severe and sudden deluge of snow that paralysed most of

Buckinghamshire.    ..........It is with these selfless actions in mind that I have no hesitation in

supporting the nomination of this group for a Queens Award for Voluntary Service.”

And finally, a very kind letter from David Shakespeare, Leader of Bucks CC.



4. Introducing Angus by Stephen Reed

Angus is a 1971 series 3 Land Rover Firefly fire engine.  As a family, we purchased him on 11th

June 2011 from member of Airfield Volunteer Fire Service, based in Shuttleworth.  Owning a Land

Rover fire tender has been a long-held ambition, so Angus is a long-awaited and very welcome

addition to our family!

Known history

Angus was built in 1971 as a truck cab, and was forwarded to HCB Angus for civilian fire tender

conversion.  He then went into use with the volunteer fire service in 1972 at Leavsden hospital, near

Watford, which was at that time a psychiatric hospital.  There he remained until March 1981, when

he was sold off and first registered.  In July 1982, Angus was purchased by AEI Cables in

Gravesend in Kent who used him as a works fire tender until May 1989, when he was sold to a

private keeper.

He changed hands again in 1995, when he was discovered in a car yard in poor mechanical

condition. The new owner, a Land Rover enthusiast, spent many hours restoring mechanical

aspects of the appliance. His next move was in July 1997, when he was sold to a member of Airfield

Volunteer Fire Services. They carried out major mechanical and cosmetic restoration work during

1998, and he remained with them as an operational fire tender until June 2010, when he was

purchased by ourselves, and bought back to Bucks.

Arrival at his new home

As an operational fire engine, Angus could not resist announcing his arrival home by means of his

siren, which unfortunately brought most of our neighbours out onto the street to see what was going

on!

We purchased Angus with a relatively short MOT, with the knowledge that the rear cross-member

would need some cosmetic work and the suspicion that we would need to do a bit of ‘tweaking’ here

and there.  However, an over-zealous, hammer-wielding MOT examiner left Angus with rather more

damage, and less cross-member than we purchased him with, which made it necessary to install a

new heavy duty one.  The rear chassis was also reinforced at this time, and the pump unit

undersealed, this being the area that will always get wet when used operationally.  At the same time,

we had the rear electrics renewed, where necessary with new connections.  Finally, on 22nd July, we

ended up with an MOT pass.



After having the MOT, we then discovered another problem in that when driving over potholes at

speeds under 35 mph, the steering wheel would swing violently left to right. This was quite a

problem with the ‘roads’ in Amersham, where they are more ‘hole’ than anything else! We found

that the only way to stop this was either to brake, or to accelerate above 35 mph.  After several

helpful calls to members of the club, I was told that there was very little steering damping, and there

was not enough preload, if any at all.  Therefore, it was decided that Angus should be put in to a

local Land Rover specialist and have the swivels adjusted, and also the optional damper kit,

provided by Dingocroft, installed.

Current duties and the future

After all of this work, Angus now looks in pretty good shape – even my wife has to admit that he has

a pretty impressive body for one approaching forty years old! He has yet to be used by us as a fire

tender, but is proud to say that he undertakes the important duty of filling water tanks for the local

animal rescue on a regular basis! Long term, our plan is both to enjoy Angus as a historic vehicle,

and also to look into ways in which he can continue to be used as an operational fire appliance.

At the current time we are doing research into Angus’s rich operational history, which we hope to

share in later articles. We are very much looking for any info about him or similar vehicles, so we

would welcome any ideas or information how to go about this research.

5. Event Reports

Abingdon Airshow 8th May

Well resourced with marshalls who did an excellent job, even if I say so myself.  Didn’t quite catch all

the ones who sneaked in, better luck next year.  Should have put that Howitzer and APC to better

use.  What did Will Smith say in Independence Day?.... “I’ve got to get me one of these.”  It was

good to see the Vulcan bomber flying again.

Robin’s green laning trip

If he’s got some comments and pics, I’ll put them in next month.

Marshall Awareness Training Course, Minster Lovell, 27th-29th May

In preparation for the Abingdon 4x4 Show in September, the Marshall Awareness Training Course

on 28th-30th May was well attended, about 30 of us were there.  Training included; fire extinguishers;

some recaps on driving techniques; 4x4 course safety & communications; and other issues such as

public relations with situation role play were covered.  Big thanks to Phoenix 4x4 for organising the

weekend.

This training course is useful for keeping us up to date with some of the other issues other than

driver training/experience, and we each received a certificate.  It is worthwhile going on this training

every other year, even if you don’t want to do any marshalling.  The first full day was green laning,

although I am reliably informed that there was a problem getting data from a GPS onto the mapping

laptops.  The second day, which I attended, was the training part.  I’ll miss the 4x4 show this year,

unfortunately, but I still found it useful.  Bacon sandwiches were lovely.

We’ll keep it amongst ourselves that a diff was broken Friday night and had to be repaired Saturday

morning.

Brickhill Pay and Play 12th June

A joint fun day with MK4x4 (Oh do keep up 007 – Milton Keynes 4x4) in the rain, sliding around a

very muddy site.  In one section we had some very deep rutted tracks created by some other group

in something bigger than the LR 110’s.  Some managed, but a few had to be recovered.  In my 5dr

Rav4, I have to admit I didn’t even attempt some parts with my lack of ground clearance, but there

were a few who were impressed at what the Rav4 could do.  On driving techniques, Roger sat in

with me for a couple of runs and I did the same in his LR 90.  Certainly useful getting a refresher

with some different techniques that I can’t remember from a training course I did about 2 years ago.

Hang on, I can’t remember if I was actually taught one of the things Roger mentioned in the first

place.

Whilst all the LRs were in their low range and many, but not all, had all terrain tyres, I had to content

myself with 1st gear and revving the Rav4 hard with its M&S tyres to make progress, more rally

driving technique than normal 4x4 off-road.   We can get to comparing detailed driving techniques in

the future, and looking at the differences between different tyres and vehicle capabilities.  Centre

diff-lock was definitely on.

There was one part that was so muddy, there were only three tracks out with different ground

clearance.  I think that even tracked vehicles wouldn’t have managed the 1:1 parts that none of us

could do, but I might be wrong.  I thought I had also better mention, ABS doesn’t work, of no benefit

whatsoever when all four wheels lock up and there is no grip, just a small helpful bit of experience

gained from sliding down the muddy 1:1 bank, but I am sure everyone knows that already.

Damage report – one shock absorber decided it had had enough.  I can’t remember if it was on a LR

90 or a Disco.

The heavy rain soaked roads on the way home helped to wash most of the mud off, how fortunate it

was raining.  Doh! It was the rain that helped put it there in the first place.

Thanks to Sue for the tea.  It’s great when you don’t know what to bring and find someone who’s

better prepared.  I’ll have to remember my mug and teabags next time.

This is the end of the news for this month and I’m off to the Brackley Carnival and I’ll be doing the

Quainton RTV.  Let’s see what everyone and my Rav4 can do in hopefully drier conditions.

Disclaimers:

If you want to read something else other than my perspective on these event reports, then write/type/dictate

something and send it to me........unless you’re not bovvered.

I don’t want to put my normal e.mail on these things, but come along to club night and we can make

arrangements or get my e.mail off Dave.  If you’ve got loads of images we might need to use a memory stick

instead.

If there is anyone that has taken offence, please refer to Puck’s final speech in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, by

someone who was immeasurably better at writing than me.


